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~ One block off U.S. 290 in Johnson City is a modest Victorian Texas farmhouse, 
~ typical of others in this area except for the modern white telephone which is a 
direct line to the White House. President Johnson's boyhood home and still his 
legal residence, this Texas historical landmark is a magnet drawing visitors from 
every state in the nation. It is open to the public each Friday through Monday. 
Photograph by Richard Moree. 
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The Harbor Bridge. over the Corpus Christi ship channel attords 
the motorist a breathtaking view of the coastal city's famed 


T-heads and the downtown area. Although pictures of the 


high bridge have appeared in this magazine before, this is 


the first time in living color. Jack Lewis was the photographer. 


It is robe he « way. ne 
was thinking the morning his 
with another vehicle. The driver of the 
vehicle had his seat belt fastened and was un 


hurt. The Highway Department man wasn a wea - 


ing one and he was killed. 


Even when an accident strikes close to home > 
some of us don’t learn. We were riding with a 


friend recently while he recounted an accident 
two weeks before. His two daughters were 
thrown from the rear seat of the car and sus- 
tained injuries that hospitalized them. Their seat 
belts were not fastened. Even as he told the 
tale, explaining how they would have been 
safe with belts, his were lying on the seat beside 
him. 

But seat belts are only one factor in safe driv- 
ing. Knowing how to drive, and driving well, 
important, too. 

The Insurance Division is doing its part to help 
reduce vehicular accidents, and there were more 
than 300 of them in the Department last year. 
The division spent five months training instruc- 
tors from all districts in the latest driver im- 
provement program. Each district now must de- 


ready Hee een es 1 be mi 
areas where extreme caution must be 
motorists. 


Safety programs designed to scare or sh 
the driver have not been effective. It is too ¢ 
to assume the message is aimed at everyor 
else. Safety experts blame the “It can’t happe 
to me” attitude as one of the main contributing 
factors to the mounting highway toll. 

Until every person who gets behind the whee’ 
realizes he may add to the accident statistics, the 
toll inevitably will continue to climb. 


For the thousands who make the pilgrimage, ghosts of 


troopers long dead again pass in review at historic 


Dick Roberts, Travel and Information Division 
Photographs by Richard Moree 


HUGE GARRISON FLAG, with 37 giant stars, again waves proudly 
over Fort Davis. 

Rare indeed is the man who can stand in that National Historic Site 
and watch this flag curling and snapping in the West Texas breeze without 
feeling the wave of the past surge up around him. 

Sure, he knows the sounds of the ancient bugle calls he hears are just 
tape recordings; he knows the cavalryman is a park employe; he knows 
that some of the buildings of the fort have been “reconstructed”—but for 
one brief, fleeting moment it doesn’t matter. 

What does matter is that this is a special place—a place where history 
was made. For that moment it is easier to believe that it’s the 1870’s and 
that one is a part of that life-or-death struggle when the fierce Apache and 
Comanche warriors were fighting a desperate war to keep their land, and 


The First Lady, Mrs. Lyndon Johnson, completes the unveiling of the commemo- 
rative marker at Fort Davis. With her are the First Lady of Texas, Mrs. John 
Connally, and Secretary of the Interior, the Hon. Stewart L. Udall. 


: 


In 1962, before reconstruction began, Officers Row at Fort Davis esd this 
forlorn appearance. The fort was taken over as a National Historic Site by 
The National Park Service in January 1963. 


Today Officers Row looks much as it did in 1891. With the help of an 
authentically dressed cavalryman and the recorded sounds of a retreat cere- 
mony, visitors can visualize the fort as it was then. 


of our national heritage.” 


United States Cauley i 

that it could not beso. 

was abandoned and. resent | 
eral times in its history. Tt he 


demand of the American people 
their heritage be Ee alive ee 


Bie Johnson, ee : 
as a National Historic Site, 


was a haven of trees nid water - th 
immigrants, freighters, and sta 
coaches which traveled this haza: do 
route. Later, other forts such as Hud- 
son, Lancaster, Stockton, and Quit 
man were established when it was 
found that troopers from Fort Davis 
could not protect the entire route 
from Indian raids. 


Ba 1857 and 1860, an experi- 


ment in the use of camels was con- % 
ducted at Fort Davis, and according 
to officers’ reports they demonstrated = 


a considerable superiority over mules. 
But the use of camels had been sug- 
gested by Jefferson Davis, Secretary 
of War when the fort was established 
and for whom the fort was named. 
After the War Between the States, 


associated was discredited, and the 
Army returned to the use of mules. 

Fort Davis was officially aban- 
_doned in 1891. The intervening years 
—three-quarters of a century—were 
not kind. However, as late as 1925 
the fort still retained the semblance of 
a fort that could be reactivated with 
a minimum of rebuilding. 


ee 


The town of Fort Davis, Texas, 
4 which had had only four or five civil- 
ian families when the fort was closed, 
. grew slowly over the years. What 
; more logical place was there to find 
building material in this barren land 
than in the old, discarded, “worth- 
less” buildings of the old fort? It is 
said that whole roofs were removed 
from the old military structures and 
placed on the adobe walls of new 
homes in Fort Davis. 

Luckily, some of the buildings were 
occupied by “squatters” for many 
years. Had these people not main- 
tained the buildings as at least mini- 
_mal housing, the work of the restorers 
would have been much more difficult. 

As it was, it was still a big job. 

In 1963, working from old photo- 
graphs, old plans, and other historic 
documents, National Park Service ex- 
perts took Fort Davis as they found 
it and started the work of restoration 
and preservation. 
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Their work came to a climax on 


April 4. 


. anything with which Davis had been 


1 place where history was made. 


For the actual dedication cere- 


- monies, they were joined by countless 


others who worked together to make 


the activities of this day go smoothly. 


The bulk of the responsibility for 


the program fell on the three-man 
staff of the historic site headed by 


Superintendent Franklin G. Smith. 
To help him during the busy week- 


end, dozens of park rangers from 
other national parks and historic sites 
came to Fort Davis. 


As another example of teamwork, 
the Texas Highway Department fur- 
nished water trucks and crews from 
Alpine, Marfa, and Fort Davis. Un- 
der the direction of Jack Dumas, 
engineering aide, every available 
parking area within walking distance 
of the fort was watered down on 
Sunday and sprinkled again on Mon- 
day morning before the dedication 


" program. 


F: Davis is in the territory of 
Texas Highway Patrolman Jean 
Pate, who works out of Alpine. Pate, 
the only patrolman in this territory 
which is the largest area in the state 
assigned to a single patrol unit, had 
his hands full preparing for the dedi- 
cation. 

But he wasn’t alone. Before the 
First Lady’s party arrived, more 
than 20 uniformed Department of 
Public Safety personnel were on hand 
to help—patrolmen, motor vehicle, 
license and weight inspectors. 


_ There were also border patrolmen, 
game wardens, and secret service 
men; all with one purpose, to make 
the ceremony go smoothly. 

It did; even though there were 
nearly four times as many people on 
the parade ground than normally live 
in all of Jeff Davis County. 


M... Johnson complimented the 
people of West Texas who “saw the 
importance of Fort Davis . . . and 
worked so hard to make possible the 
establishment of Fort Davis National 
Historic Site.” 

She said that “We are meeting a 
challenge—a challenge which de- 
mands of us all to make the most of 
every gift and power we possess, to 
preserve every page of history, to 
emphasize and illustrate our heritage 
for future generations.” 

Mrs. Johnson’s remarks, and those 
of Stewart L. Udall, Secretary of the 
Interior; John B. Hartzon Jr., Direc- 
tor of the National Park Service, and 
Franklin G. Smith, Superintendent 
of Fort Davis National Historic Site, 
took just 30 minutes. In that brief 
moment of time, Fort Davis became 
alive again. 

It will continue to live as long as 
there are those who take pride in 
America’s present, and who take time 
to look back with this same pride on 
the sacrifices of those who saw the 
vision of the great land that America 
was to become. @ 


Out of sight, 
Out of mind 


Program Engineer P. C. Goode of the Main Office and 


oo 


Mulkey Owens, assistant district engineer, District 14, 
inspect Abelia plants that will be planted around a junk- 
yard in the first screening project in the state. 


District 14 Screens First Junkyard 


lee FIRST junkyard screening project in Texas 
was completed in mid-March by Highway Department 
District 14 maintenance forces. The first project in the 
state to qualify under the Federal Highway Beautifica- 
tion Act of 1965, the planting was done on U.S. 183 in 
Travis County near the Caldwell County line. 

Georgia cane screens the junkyard on the north ap- 
proach, Ligustrum screens the front, and native desert 
willow forms a protective wall on the south side. The 
driveway into the junkyard is outlined with Abelias. 
The Georgia cane was transplanted from local sources. 
Total cost of the 34-mile planting project was about 
$2,500. 

This project is one of 10 that was approved by the 
Texas Highway Commission in January. 

“We had only one month to draw up plans, get Bureau 
of Public Roads approval, and take bids in time to take 
recalls Mulkey 


’ 


advantage of the spring planting season,’ 
Owens, assistant district engineer. 
One afternoon Owens and Landscape Architect Harold 
Bowen from Maintenance Operations Division drove to 
e site and surveyed the area. By the next day they had 


plans drawn up and a requisition filled out for plants, 
fertilizer, and hay mulch. 

Roy Rodman, head of the landscape section, took the 
plans to the Bureau of Public Roads and got quick 
approval. Then, Owens said, they lost two weeks when 
wet weather prevented the supplier from digging up 
the plants. 

By the third week in March, screening was completed. 
Owens said the plants will have to be watered weekly 
by truck until they become established. 

Meanwhile, the District wasn’t letting any grass grow 
under its collective feet. Another beautification project 
was started on I.H. 35 south of Austin before the water 
had time to settle on the junkyard screening work. Busy 
maintenance men were planting live oak, Spanish oak, 
sycamore, oleander, flowering quince, and special pine 
plants in the median between main lanes, between main 
lanes and frontage roads, and at entrance and exit ramps 
along I.H. 35. Estimated cost was $22,500. 

District 14 has jumped to a quick lead in the beautifi- 
cation race, one that other districts may find difficult 
to overcome. Mf 
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___ Japanese Ligustrum has just been planted on 8-foot centers passing along U.S. 183 in Travis County. When they are 
to screen the junkyard in the background from motorists grown, the plants will form a dense hedge 10 to I5 feet high. 


tin 

= <—st 
Johnny Figer directs backfilling of new plants, while a truck Georgia cane (left) will soon be thick and tall enough to 
in the background supplies water. The Japanese Ligustrum screen junkyard about 2,000 feet down the highway. Where 
will have to be watered by truck until the plants start to grow. the cane ends, three live oaks have been planted. 


l.H. 40 


in Amarillo Open 


ey 

lee A LOT more fun to help 
solve the problems of a growing 
state like Texas than one that is de- 
clining, and Amarillo is a city that 
knows how to grow,” Texas Highway 
Commission Chairman Herbert C. 
Petry Jr. remarked at dedication 
ceremonies opening a section of I.H. 
40 in Amarillo. 

Commission members Hal Wood- 
ward and J. H. Kultgen also jour- 
neyed to Amarillo for the March 28 
dedication, as did State Highway En- 
gineer D. C. Greer and Assistant 
State Highway Engineer J. C. Ding- 
wall. 

Amarillo Mayor F. W. Wallace 
joined with Petry to cut the ribbon 
opening the five-mile section of I.H. 
40 from Eastern Street to Georgia 
Street that was built at a construction 
cost of $10 million and an additional 
cost of $8 million for right of way. 

The dedication ceremonies at the 
Santa Fe overpass, attended by about 
250 persons, were presided over by 
Charles Lutz Jr., president of the 
Chamber of Commerce, who intro- 
duced Highway Department officials 
as well as state, county, and city of- 
ficials who contributed to the con- 
struction of the highway. 

With a special nod to District En- 
gineer Charles W. Smith, Resident 
Engineers George J. Cannon and R. 
G. Schlinkman, District Designing 
Engineer Jack V. Light, District Con- 
struction Engineer J. G. Dewald, Dis- 
trict Right of Way Engineer Pete 
Styner, Traffic 
Jim Moss, and retired Expressway 
Engineer Byron Reese, Lutz said, 


Senior Engineer 


“The finished product is an evidence 
of the skills of our engineers. It has 
been constructed with little incon- 
venience to us who live here.” 


A major point of interest on the 
completed portion of I.H. 40 is the 
rotary interchange with the U.S. 87- 
60 Expressway. It provides for an ex- 
change of traffic between the two 
expressways at a minimum speed of 
35 mph. 

The overpass at the Santa Fe Rail- 
road yards called for almost three 
acres of concrete deck to accommo- 
date eight lanes of traffic that serve 
as a much-needed connection between 
east and west Amarillo. 

Contractors on the work included 
Gilvin-Terrill Inc. and Ivan Dement 
Inc. of Amarillo, T. L. James Inc. of 
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Rotary interchange of I.H 


. 40 with U.S. 


Unified action: Mayor F. V. Wallace, 
left, and Herbert C. Petry Jr., chair- 
man of the Texas Highway Commis- 
sion, cut the ribbon on I.H. 40. 
Amarillo Globe-Times photograph. 


Rushton, Louisiana, Austin Bridge 
Company of Dallas, and Loyd Elec- 
tric Company of San Antonio. The 
various projects were under construc- 
tion for a little more than three 
years, 


Se ee See 
87-60 (left to right) provides for 


an 


exchange of traffic at a minimum speed of 35 mph. 


Classes Start for Programmers 


Highway construction in Texas has 
almost quadrupled since 1950, but the 
number of engineers in the Highway 
Department has remained constant at 
about 1,100. To maintain this terrific 
pace, the Department must employ the 
latest machines and methods for high- 
way design and construction. 

That is why the Division of Automa- 
tion, in cooperation with Control Data 
Corporation, conducted classes in com- 
puter programming in March and April. 
Beginner and advance courses were held 
in the Materials and Tests auditorium at 


Bridge Deck Analysis 


Why do some bridge decks begin to 
crack and spall after a few years while 
others show no outward signs of de- 
terioration? 

To get the answer to this problem, 
the Texas Highway Department recent- 
ly began a special research program to 
study the problem using computer 
methods. 

Begun jointly by the Maintenance 
Operations Division and the Bridge Di- 
vision, the effort centers around a state- 
wide special deck survey. 

The Texas highway system includes 
‘more than 20,000 bridge structures. It 
is not practical to survey all of them, 
but the program has been designed to 
sketch an accurate over-all picture of 
deck conditions, 

First, all bridge decks showing de- 
terioration will be surveyed. 

Then, a 10 per cent random sample 
including every type of bridge on the 
highway system from several age groups 
will be inspected. Computer methods 
were used in the selection of bridges to 
be surveyed. This allows the results to 
be expanded to an accurate 100 per cent 
assessment of conditions throughout the 
state. 

Personnel from all 25 Highway De- 
partment districts are making the sur- 
vey. A special form has been developed 
to obtain the most uniform data pos- 
sible. On one side, the form will include 


Camp Hubbard, and personnel from 
nearly all the divisions were present. 
“We held classes for our people in 
the Division of Automation and invited 
the other divisions to send representa- 
tives,” said Hubert Henry, division 
director. They did. Forty-eight students 
took the beginning course and 25 more 
the advance Fortran programming. 
Henry declares that as the computer 
systems become more _ sophisticated 
there will be a need for division staff 
programmers, persons who will know 


how and in what form information 


information on design, construction and 
environment of the bridge. It also in- 
cludes kind and quantity of materials 
used in construction and frequency of 
salt applications for de-icing. 

There are additional entries for lo- 
cation of the bridge, traffic volumes, 
wheel loads, and other environmental 
factors. Often this information is lost 
or misplaced, so many districts are 
completing this form on all new bridges 
and filing them away for future use. 

Side 2 of the form is for the evalua- 
tion of the current condition of the 
bridge deck. Problems are separated in- 
to types—cracking, scaling, and spalling 
or delamination. Degree of deterioration 
is also recorded. Survey teams compare 
the deck conditions with the illustra- 
tions in a booklet prepared by the Main- 
tenance Operations Division to describe 
with the appropriate numerical value 
the condition of the bridge deck. 

The booklet and the numerical code 
system are key features in achieving 
uniformity in the survey. Bridge deck 
conditions throughout the state must be 
evaluated as though all bridges were 
examined by the same pair of eyes. The 
numerically coded form provides easy 
translation of the data to computer 
cards. 

After preliminary review by main- 
tenance and bridge engineers, computer 
summary studies will be made. This 


needs to be submitted to the computer 
center. 


Programming for remote operations 
will be held in mid-May. Eventually re- 
mote units, located perhaps in the dis- 
trict offices or at highway lettings, will 
send information directly into the com- 
puter center at Camp Hubbard where 
it will be processed and returned in 
record time. 


Henry added that programming class- 
es will probably be conducted on a con- 
tinuing basis. @ 


will allow deck condition data to be 
evaluated in quantity against the loca- 
tion, design, construction, and environ- 
mental data. 

Engineers will be able to evaluate 
hot merely specific bridges, but also 
the individual pours that make up the 
decks of the structure. 

Two or more factors can be weighed 
against each other to investigate their 
relationships. For example, the number 
of sacks of cement per cubic yard of 
deck concrete can be compared to a 
certain class of deterioration. Or, the 
number of salt applications per year to 
reduce ice hazards can be compared to 
the degree of scaling. 

Prime goal of the program is to help 
determine corrective action needed now 
to prevent or reduce deterioration prob- 
lems. Engineers believe this carefully 
planned and controlled study of all fac- 
tors will show definite patterns and 
trends. It also will provide insight into 
the magnitude of bridge deck damage 
statewide and be the basis for estimating 
current repairs. Bridge and Maintenance 
Divisions, in cooperation with Materials 
and Tests, will use survey data to de- 
velop improved construction and repair 
techniques. 

Continuation of the study will yield 
information for analyzing and treating 
the growing number of concrete bridge 
deck problems. @ 
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Rex M. Whitton, BPR Administrator, leads off the 6th Public Under- 
standing Workshop of the American Road Builders’ Association in 
Austin. Tom H. Taylor, Director of Travel and Information Division, 
Texas Highway Department, and Russell Holden, Vermont Commis- 
sioner of Highways, are also at the speakers’ table. 


iendly smiles from Joanne Pantaze and Anita Beach greet delegate John 
Manager of Information Services, Oklahoma Highway Department. 


Telling the 


Photographs by Jack Lewis 
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N THE Texas Highway De- 
partment we consider every 
one of our 17,000 employes a pub- 
lic relations man or woman,” State 
Highway Engineer D. C. Greer as- 
serted at the opening session of the 
American Road Builders’ Associa- 
tion 6th Public Understanding 
Workshop. 


The workshop was designed to 


provide an exchange of new ideas 
and techniques for relating the ben- 
efits and importance of the nation’s 
highway systems to the public. 

The Texas Highway Department 
was host to the workshop which was 
held in Austin on April 3-6. Dis- 
tinguished guests among the 92 dele- 
gates in attendance included offi- 
cers from 27 state highway depart- 
ments, representatives from various 
allied industries, the Bureau of Pub- 
lic Roads and several state good 
roads associations, and editors of 
highway magazines. 

Tom H. Taylor, Director of the 
Travel and Information Division of 
the Texas Highway Department, wel- 
comed 111 delegates and visitors to 
Austin. Taylor was chairman of the 
steering committee for the workshop. 

Setting the pace for the workshop, 
Greer continued, “In the broadest 


Highway Story 


sense public relations includes the 
pride we take in our work, the con- 
dition and appearance of our high- 
way system, the way each of us deals 
with the public. 

“A maintenance man who stops to 
help a motorist change a tire in West 
Texas is no less a public relations 
man than an information specialist 
working full time to relate policy 
and aims of the Department to press 
and public.” 

Federal Highway Administrator 
Rex M. Whitton sounded another 
keynote for the conference when he 
remarked, “It is important that there 
be a continuing communication be- 
tween administrators and information 
people, as there should be between 
all departments, offices or functions 
within a highway organization or 
other organizations.” 

“The public information program 
of the Bureau of Public Roads is 
based on the public’s interest in and 
right to the full and free disclosure 
of information on the activities of 
public officials and the operations of 
public agencies, and it is directed 
toward communicating: (1) facts on 
highways, (2) facts on federal aid for 
highways, (3) facts on the Bureau of 
Public Roads.” 


“The facts we hope to communicate 
to the public,” Whitton continued, 
“are how highways serve the social, 
economic and defense needs of our 
nation, how they are planned and 
built to serve the public needs—to 
be safe, efficient and economical— 
and to preserve natural, historical 
and cultural resources.” 

Whitton defined public relations 
as public service, “appreciated by 
the public because it is effectively 
communicated to the public. Service 
first, then appreciation, if communi- 
cation is achieved. . . . First, do the 
good deed in the form of needed 
work and service. Second, follow up 
the act with adequate reporting and 
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DEWITT C. GREER . . . "Everyone 


a public relations man." 


explaining of the deed to the public.” 

Russell A. Holden, Chairman of 
the American Association of State 
Highway Officials Sub-committee on 
Public Information, also spoke at the 
opening session: “This is an oppor- 
tunity, I am convinced, to work to- 
wards a greater unity of understand- 
ing of the philosophy of public re- 
lations and its practice on the part 
of administrator, engineer, and high- 
way information specialist alike. Out 
of our thoughts today, I hope we 
may evolve a public information 
manual which will do much more 
than present an administrative plan 
of organization and evaluation. 

“T hope this manual may be ex- 


ee 


Workshoppers listen intently as the proceedings get underway. 


12 


panded to provide a valuable tool for 
all highway personnel. . . . Above 
all, I hope the manual may convey 
some measure of our freedom from 
political bias and influence in our 
dedication to public service.” 

Holden also emphasized the need 
to seek public realization of the fact 
that highway departments work with 
long range plans and goals. “I boast 
an abiding faith in the public’s ‘right 
to know.’” 

“As Industry Views Public Infor- 
mation,” was the topic of Walter 
Belson’s talk. Director of Public In- 
formation for the American Truck- 
ing Association, Belson emphasized 
the difficulty of effective communi- 
cation. “Everyone is competing for 
a little bit of everyone else’s time to 
tell his story.” Belson listed four vital 
elements: be brief, prove what you 


RUSSELL A. HOLDEN ... "Faith in 
the public's right to know." 


are saying, repeat it, and answer the 
reader’s unspoken question, “What’s 
in it for me?” 

A general discussion of highway 
information matters was the high- 
point of one afternoon session at 
which the administrative engineer of 
the New Mexico State Highway De- 
partment, Robert W. De la Rue, pre- 
sided. Speaking briefly were repre- 
sentatives from Maine, California, 
Washington and the Bureau of Pub- 
lic Roads. 

In a more technical session led by 
Thomas F. McGarry, Special Assis- 
tant to the Federal Highway Admin- 
istrator, Bureau of Public Roads, Dr. 
J. P. Abbott of Texas A&M Univer- 
sity spoke on “The Art of Communi- 
cation,” and Dr. Otha Spencer from 
East Texas State University discussed 
“Photojournalism.” 

A group of working press men com- 
prised a panel on “Time and Space” 
—Walter Moore, Dallas Morning 
News; Neal Spelce, News Editor of 
KTBC/TV, Austin; and Garth Jones, 
Chief of the Associated Press Capitol 
Bureau in Austin. Another outstand- 
ing talk was given by Walter Beach, 
head of publications, Humble Oil and 
Refining Company, on “Role of the 
House Organ.” 


Peres had its say in a panel on 
industry public information. Guy W. 
Gunn, Secretary-Treasurer of the 
Pennsylvania Highways Information 
Association presided, as four speak- 
ers including Weldon Hart, Execu- 
tive Vice President of the Texas Good 
Roads Association, told how industry 
can promote a better image of the 
highway program and lend public in- 
formation support. 

William Dugovich, Public Infor- 
mation Director of the Washington 
Department of Highways, was elected 
1966-67 chairman of the work- 
shop steering committee. Tom Tay- 
lor, former chairman, will continue 


to serve as a member of the 12-man 
committee. Six members of the com- 
mittee are representatives from high- 
way departments and six are from 
allied industries. 

Randolph Russell, Director of Pub- 
lic Relations for the American Road 
Builders’ Association, will continue 
as secretary of the steering commit- 
tee. 

Seattle was selected as the site for 
the 1967 workshop, when the steer- 
ing committee accepted the invitation 
of the State of Washington to meet 
there next May. 

The steering committee made plans 
for the 1966 National Highway Week 
observance September 18-24. All 
states will be polled for suggestions 
for a suitable slogan for the celebra- 
tion. The American Association of 
State Highway Officials will work 
with allied industries to sponsor 
community advertising during High- 
way Week. 


I. his closing remarks, Greer de- 
fined the mission of the highway 
public information program: 

“Public agencies must justify their 
work to the public. It never hurts to 
remind those of us who build high- 
ways that we work under a public 
mandate. If we do not have the pub- 
lic’s confidence, we cannot do our 
work. 

“Building a highway network ade- 
quate to meet the demands of today 
and the promise of tomorrow is a 
mission of greatest national impor- 
tance. It is up to you participating in 
this workshop to find and use new 
and imaginative techniques to re- 
late this story to the public. 

“You are challenged to present 
the compelling truth about our na- 
tion’s highway needs as clearly as 
possible to as many people as pos- 
sible. The public has never failed us 
—when in possession of all the 
facts.” @ 
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Lights Up 


"The Texas Highway Commission has 
approved a Galveston-to-the-mainland 
illumination system for |.H. 45, better 
known as the Gulf Freeway,’ reports 
the Texas City Sun. 

"Freeway lighting facilities will be 
constructed starting at 83rd Street in 
Galveston and extending across the 
causeway to north of the Santa Fe Over- 
pass, a distance of 3.3 miles. 

"Galveston County and the City of 
Galveston requested the work. The com- 
mission order calls for the Texas High- 
way Department to construct the il- 
lumination system. The city and county 
will furnish electricity and necessary 
maintenance. 

"The proposal, subject to approval by 
Galveston County and the city, directs 
the State Highway Engineer to proceed 
-with construction of the system at an 
estimated cost of $136,000." 


Safety Stressed 


Gatesville Messenger & Star Forum— 
"Development of U.S. 190 into a four- 
lane controlled access expressway from 
I.H. 35 in Belton to Copperas Cove was 
recommended by the Texas Highway 
Department at a hearing in Killeen Tues- 
day (March 24). 

"Jack H. Kultgen, a member of the 
State Highway Commission, and Brooks 
Evans, Highway Department district en- 
outlined the 
to a crowd of 400 persons at the 


gineer, recommendations 


hearing. 
"Kultgen emphasized that the state is 


ready to back up the report with $12 
million to $14 million. ‘Make up your 
minds what you want and we will try 
to give it to you,’ he declared. 

"Plans call for a six-lane divided ur- 
ban facility at the east city limits of 
Copperas Cove extending to FM 1113. 
West of Copperas Cove, the Highway 
Department would improve U.S. 190 in 
Lampasas County by widening the two 
26-foot-wide bridges and providing ad- 
ditional passing lanes. 

"The new highway project would stress 
safety." 


Big Things Doing in Fort Worth 


Fort Worth Star-Telegram announces 
—"'Another big step in the development 
of.a complete freeway system to serve 
the metropolitan area will be taken in 
early April when the State Highway 
Department opens the North Freeway 
(ILH. 35W). 

"Opening of this segment, coupled 
with the imminent opening of the north- 
east quadrant of Loop 820 from North 
Freeway east to Rufe Snow Drive, will 
provide the northeast part of Tarrant 
County with a superior route into the 
central business district.’ 

The Fort Worth Press adds—''The 
comprehensive, long-range highway de- 
velopment program for the seven-county 
metropolitan area is reaping big divi- 
dends. 

"The Fort Worth Chamber of Com- 
merce Metropolitan Highways Commit- 
tee has issued a status report showing 
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major steps toward translating the plan 
into reality. 
"Particularly pleasing to the commit- 


ec 


tee is the acceptance the program has 
received from the Texas Highway Com- 
mission. 

"Actually it was a suggestion from 
the Highway Commission that led to 
the formation 


March, 1964." 


of the committee in 


Collin County Progress 


Wylie News reports—''Highway con- 
struction throughout Collin County is 
making excellent progress. That was the 
word this week after a survey of projects 
underway in the area. 

"According to John R. Taylor, resi- 
dent engineer, a number of projects are 


currently underway with more planned.” 


Safety in Cass County 


"Some $831,000 was in the process 
of being spent or was scheduled for 
expenditure in Cass County on work to 
improve highway safety, it was an- 
nounced this week by Gilbert Youngs, 
District 19 Texas Highway Department 
Engineer,’ reports the Atlanta Citizens- 
Journal. 

"Part of the construction will carry on 
the rebuilding of Highway 8 between 
Linden and Douglassville; the beginning 
of the rebuilding of S.H. 77 between 
Atlanta and the Morris County line, al- 
ready in its early stages; the continua- 
tion of sections of the resurfacing of 
Highway 59 between Queen City and 
the Bowie County line." 
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Inner Space Caverns 


Muder the 


EXANS and their visitors have 
a new experience in store this sum- 
mer, and they won’t have to venture 
more than a few feet from Interstate 
35 to enjoy it. 

The second major cave find in 
Texas of the decade (Natural Bridge 
Caverns near New Braunfels was dis- 
covered in 1960) named Inner Space 
Caverns by its developers is located 
24 miles north of Austin, one mile 
south of Georgetown, under Inter- 
state 35. Visitors to the caverns will 
have the unique sensation of explor- 
ing an area 33 feet straight down 
below a highway overpass. 

The cave would be there even if 


the overpass hadn’t been built, of 


‘course, but its beauties would blush 
unseen. It was discovered accidentally 
in the spring of 1963 when a High- 
way Department core driller, Sylvan 
Turner from District 3, drilled a 
deep core hole during footing ex- 
plorations prior to construction of 
the I.H. 35 overpass. Thirty-three 


The pond room deep 

inside Inner Space Caverns. 
Unusual formations of 
stalagmites and stalactites 
are mirrored in clear pools. 


interstate 


Tommie Pinkard 
Travel and Information Division 


Highway Department photographs by Jack Lewis 


feet straight down, Turner’s drill 
suddenly dropped, and the highway 
crew knew something was down there 
besides rock. 

Supervising Right of Way Engineer 
William K. Schultz then directed that 
several more holes be drilled, and 
when it was decided that a large 
cave was below them, Highway De- 
partment personnel under his direc- 
tion and including a geologist from 
the Bridge Division descended 
through the core hole to survey the 
area. 

What was down there, since ex- 
plored by more Highway Department 
workers, spelunkers, paleontologists, 
and now by commercial developers, 
was a large, many-chambered cave. 
It has about two miles of under- 
ground rooms hollowed out by solu- 
tioning of the limestone by water, 
and there may be other rooms in 
other layers farther down. 

One of the first groups to explore 
the cave were members of the Uni- 


Geologist Jim Sansom prepares 
for the long slide down the drill 
shaft with the assistance of 
District 14 Core Driller Jim Cole. 
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versity of Texas Speleological Soci- 
ety from Austin, led by Bill Russell. 
They mapped more than 7,000 feet 
of the cavern. 

Many beautiful and unusual for- 
mations of stalactites and stalagmites 
—most of them a rusty orange from 
iron deposits and others a startling 
white—dot rooms with ceilings as 
high as 30 feet. 


tte 
RAY 


7 
at f 
— = Fi 


7 “ ¥ 


A beautiful "curtain" 
type stalactite interests 
Bill Johnson. 


Engineering Aides Leroy 
Sumner and Bill Johnson 
watch as Don Burch slides 
down the drill shaft into 
cavernous depths below 
the path of Interstate 35. 
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Interstate 35 is visible 

to the left of the new 
entrance to Inner Space 
Caverns. Until the 
Georgetown Corporation's 
300-foot long tunnel 

was dug (right), a core hole 
provided the only entrance 
into the cave. 


‘opped, they knew something was down there 


Bill Johnson and Don Burch study an interesting formation of limestone 
that remains standing after the surrounding stone was dissolved. 


A recent discovery is the “pond 
room” in which the beautiful crystal- 
line calcium carbonate formations 
are mirrored in shallow pools of clear 
water. Other chambers are decorated 
with delicate formations resembling 
hanging draperies, dragons, birds in 
flight, in colors ranging from white 
to brown, gray, orange and blue. 

While it is impossible to estimate 
with any degree of accuracy the age 
of the cave, it is carved out of lime- 
stone 100 million years old, and it 
is believed to have formed after the 
Balcones Fault. It is located within 
the Balcones Fault zone and is in the 
Edwards limestone formation. The 
Edwards limestone is particularly 
subject to dissolution in this manner, 
according to Doyle Clawson, manager 
of the Caverns who has been manager 
of Longhorn Caverns. 


Highway Department geologists 
agree that they expect to find caves 
in the Central Texas area, “but not 
on the order of the size of this big 
one,’ admits Jim Sansom, former 
Bridge Division geologist who was 
one of the first to enter the cave. 
At some time in the past a surface 
opening to the cave did exist. Many 
bones have been found in the cave, 
showing that prehistoric and now ex- 
tinct animals wandered through it. 
One of the first discoveries was made 
by Norman Robinson and Pete Linds- 
ley, representatives of the Speleo- 
logical Society of Dallas. On their 
first trip into the cave, they found 
and photographed a cache of bones 
identified as those of a peccary, an 
extinct form of the javelina family. 


Bob H. Slaughter of the Shuler 


Museum of Paleontology at Southern 


Methodist University in Dallas rec- 
ognized the bones in the photographs 
as those of the extinct javelina and 
promptly arranged a trip into the 
cave. The group has now collected 
several boxes of bones for the mu- 
seum that must be cleaned, measured, 
photographed and studied. Eventually 
a complete skeleton will be assembled 
for display at the Dallas Museum of 
Natural History. 

It may come as a surprise to many 
to learn that jaguars once roamed 
Central Texas, yet the evidence in 
the form of bones found in the cave 
is quite clear. Explorers also have 
found bones of the mammoth—an 
extinct form of elephant—as well as 
of extinct forms of camel, peccary, 
dire wolf, and a species of small 
horse. Bones of bats, rabbits, and 
prairie dogs attest to the fact that 


Geologist Jim Sansom examines a 
section of the Balcones Fault zone 
evident in a chamber wall of the cave. 


the cave was open to the surface in 
a more recent era, but there is no 
evidence of life in the cave at present. 

New finds of animal bones are 
made constantly as new areas are 
opened. According to Dr. Ernest 
Lundelius, a University of Texas ver- 
tebrate paleontologist who is a regu- 
lar visitor to the cave, some of the 
bones are from 10,000 to 20,000 
years old. 

Dr. Lundelius, incidentally, was in 
Australia looking for the bones of 
similar extinct species when the find 
at Georgetown, only 24 miles from 
his home, was made. 

A display of the many varieties of 
animal bones found at the site will 
be one of the featured attractions of 
Inner Space Caverns. 

Before the Georgetown Corpora- 
tion began developing the cave, many 
of the chambers were approachable 


Found in less than one 

per cent of Texas caves, this 
wing-type helictite (a twisted 
type of stalactite) is nearly 
four inches long. It extends 
horizontally from the sloping 
ceiling of a passageway. 
Photograph by Pete Lindsley. 


only by the brave who dared crawl 
through narrow, foot-high passage- 
ways, and the only entrance to the 
cave was the Highway Department’s 
core hole—two feet wide, 33 feet 
down by rope ladder through solid 
rock. 

The construction contractor on the 
job, L. J. Henderson of Burnet, has 
opened an entrance shaft 11 feet wide 
by 914 feet high. A cable car will 
transport persons from the entrance 
at ground level through the 300-foot 
long shaft to the first main chamber. 

On the surface, visitors will find a 
parking and rest area convenient to 
the cave entrance. There will also be 
an attractive curio shop and the dis- 
play of bones found in the cave. 

Dr. William W. Laubach, a retired 
Georgetown minister, owns 150 acres 
of land above the cave, and when 
the cave was discovered by Highway 


Paleontologist Bob Slaughter 
from the Shuler Museum, 
SMU, holds a pig skull 

found in the floor of the 
crawlway passage. The skull (iuuaaars iy <a 
may be 25,000 years old. { PSRs IS % oe a : 
Photograph by eee Pee ay re ae 

George Yeary, Dallas. 
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| Inner Space Caverns as mapped by members of The University of Texas Speleo- \ < \ 
| logical Society, Austin. Lines showing the route of I.H. 35 have been superimposed. 


Department workers, he called on 
Doyle Clawson for an opinion on its 
promise as an attraction. 


Recognizing the outstanding pos- 
sibilities of the cave, Clawson and 
several others formed the Georgetown 
Corporation for the purpose of de- 
veloping the cave commercially. Pres- 
ident of the corporation is Donald 
Duncan, a Burnet banker, and other 
members are Burnet Mayor Ramsey 
Clinton, Dallas businessmen Tom and 
George Norsworthy, and Clawson. 

By agreement with the Highway 
Department, the developers have been 
able to open the large room directly 
under the I.H. 35 overpass and other 
chambers under the highway right 
of way. 

Since the overpass rests on 33 feet 
of solid rock above the cave, there 
is ample foundation for the structure. 

According to Travis Long, District 
14 expressway engineer at the time 
the caves were discovered, the discov- 
covery did not require any con- 
struction to be held up or any plans 
changed. The Highway Design Divi- 
sion engineers and the Bridge Divi- 
sion geologist made a _ thorough 
study of the foundation. “It was per- 
fectly safe to put the structure where 
we had planned,” said Long. 

The Economics Research Associa- 
tion of Los Angeles has predicted 
100,000 to 120,000 people a year will 
visit the cave, according to President 
Duncan of the Georgetown Corpora- 
tion. “We have 700 feet of trails and 
have gone into the cavern about 1,800 
feet. We hope to be ready to open in 
July of this year.” 

When it does open, transportation 
will pose no problem. We’ve got the 
road right there. @ 


In the eerie light deep inside Inner 
Space’ Caverns, University of Texas 


paleontologists under the direction 
of Dr. Ernest Lundelius search for 
specimens of long-ago animals. Bones 
of extinct jaguars, camels, mammoths 
and other strange beasts have been 
found in the cave. 


Ramsey Clinton (left), president of the Georgetown Corporation, discusses their 
cave-developing venture with associates Donald Duncan and Doyle Clawson 
(far right). L. H. Henderson in hard hat is contractor on the job. 


Herbert W. Kessler, engineer of 
bridge operations, and Sam Fox, 
senior hydraulics engineer, inspect 
one of 90 gauging stations in Texas 
that record rainfall and depth of 
water flow for small drainage areas. 
Downstream, the crest stage gauge 
on the right records maximum depth 
of water flow. 


Rain Gauge 
Tells a Tale 


Ly TEXAS, every little raindrop 
has a meaning all its own, to para- 
phrase an old song. And to measure 
the effect of raindrops, the Highway 
Department is cooperating with the 
U. S. Geological Survey and the Bu- 
reau of Public Roads to gather data 
on runoff in small drainage areas. 

For some time the U. S. Geological 
Survey and others have studied rain- 
fall and runoff on large drainage 
areas—100 to 2,000 square miles in 
area—but it has only been in the 
past few years that any attempt has 
been made to get information on rain 
in drainage areas of less than 20 
square miles. The Bureau of Public 
Roads has had funds available for 
this only in the past five years. 

“This program has met with a 
large degree of success,” reports Sam 
Fox, senior hydraulics engineer in 
the Bridge Division. “Our hope is to 
develop from the data a method for 
predicting the runoff from any small 
drainage area in the State of Texas.” 

With this information, the High- 
way Department can calculate the 
size of culverts and smaller bridges. 

The instrument used in this study 
is a gauge designed and developed by 
the U. S. Geological Survey that re- 
cords rainfall and depth of flow of 
water in relation to time. The gauge 
has a revolving disk in which rainfall 


and water depth are recorded on 


paper charts. When the charts are 
removed once each month, it is pos- 
sible to determine how much runoff 
occurred during the past month, and 
the amount of rain that caused it. 


By March 1966, 90 of the gauges 
were in operation in Texas. The goal 
is to install a total of 150 gauges by 
August 31, 1967, distributed in all 
areas of the state. When the 10-year 
study project is complete, engineers 
hope they will have enough data to 
develop a method for predicting run- 
off from the small drainage areas. 

Since much more money is being 
spent for small 
streams than is being spent for large 


structures over 


bridges—because there are so many 
more small streams—this study has 
vast economic importance. 

Herbert W. Kessler, engineer of 
bridge operations, is in charge of the 
Highway Department research proj- 
ect that is being financed by funds 
from the Highway Department and 
the U. S. Bureau of Public Roads. 

As the surface water measuring 
agency in the state, the U. S. Geo- 
logical Survey installs and maintains 
the gauges. It is also responsible for 
collecting, analyzing, and publishing 
the data under the direction of Elmer 
Schroeder, project chief. Trigg Twi- 
chell is district chief of the Water 
Resources Division of the U. S. Geo- 
logical Survey. @ 
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Wane THE SWING in 1965 was to highway beautification, the 
Texas Highway Department did not neglect another important phase 
of highway work—that of highway safety improvements. 

The Department completed 919 safety spot improvement projects last 
) year, widened 1,028 miles of highway, resurfaced or rebuilt 1,480, and 
added 98 passing lanes. a 
; The traffic engineering section of Maintenance Operations Division, re- o Live a eacnheeaaem 
porting in its annual inventory of traffic safety activities, listed the safety 

accomplishments of the Highway Department. Approximately $8 million 
were spent last year for spot safety improvements, and $1,244,083 for the 
signal program, $9,132,197 for the sign program, and $2,617,289 for the 
| pavement marking program. 
| The report also listed these research projects in progress—guard rail 
and bridge approach, skid study, and study of wrong way movement on 
expressway main lanes and ramps. 

The traffic engineering section gathers accident data for the districts in 
preparing needed improvement programs. Last year the section added to 
information sent to the districts by supplying accident data on a quarterly 
basis for faster analysis. 

The Department includes expressways as part of the advancement in pro- 
viding safer and less congested facilities for Texas motorists. 

Following are representative pictures of only a few of the various traffic 
improvement projects completed last year. 


— ae -—at 


| The Valley Expressway continues to grow. Here U.S. 77 and 83 span Sixth 
| and Seventh Streets and the Southern Pacific Railroad tracks in Brownsville. 


U.S. 62 and 180 near the Guadalupe Mountains, District 24, was rebuilt last year. Road to the right 
is the abandoned portion. The new highway has paved shoulders, climbing lanes, better grades and curves. 


S.H. 347 at railroad crossing (left above) in Jefferson radii. Rebuilt highway (right above) features three- 
County, District 20, had reverse curves with 375-foot degree spiral transitions and a railroad overpass. 
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Safety lighting was one of many safety improvements in District 14 in 1965. This This section of U.S. 377 (above) south 
picture shows the intersection of U.S. 290 and S.H. 95 on the west side of Elgin. of Brownwood has been converted to a 
Note excellent light intensity at the points of decision. four-lane divided highway. 


The intersection of U.S. 84, S.H. 6, and Spur 298 on the roads (left) until a new interchange project was completed 
southwest side of Waco, District 9, was a jumble of at-grade _ last year (right). 


The narrow, one lane truss-type bridge on F.M. 1093 over tion to eliminating the one-way traffic hazard, several sharp 
the Brazos River near Simonton (left), District 12, was re- horizontal curves, sight distance restrictions, and one rail- 


placed with a 28-foot wide concrete bridge (right). In addi- road crossing were eliminated. 
“ * a ae ee 
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|.H. 20 and S.H. 349 interchange on the This is the intersection of I.H. 45 and Wayside Drive in Houston. U-turn lanes under 
south side of Midland in District 6. the overpass improve capacity and operational characteristics of the intersection. 


S.H. 44 (left) was a dangerous, three-lane highway in Nueces County, District 16. Right, 
the highway has been reconstructed to a four-lane facility with a traversable median. 


This section of U.S. 87 and 287 in Amarillo helped alleviate Traffic can move at full speed through this interchange of 
traffic conditions in 1965. Note pedestrian overpass between _I.H. 410 and Loop 13 in San Antonio. I.H. 410 is the first 
the two overpasses in the center. controlled-access loop to be built around a city in Texas. 


F.M. 369 around Wichita Falls (above left) was a two 
lane road in 1964. The farm road is now a six-lane 
facility with channelized left-turn lanes (above right). 


Reconstruction of U.S. 277 on new location in District 
7 between Eldorado and the Tom Green County line 
(right) eliminated numerous stretches of limited sight dis- 
tances, sharp curves, and two railroad grade crossings. 


Startling comparison. Below, old U.S. 80 in foreground 


was the major east-west route across North Texas. I.H. 10 
in background (over railroad tracks) has replaced the 


narrow, two lane facility. 


1965 Texas Travel Industry 
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T he Texas Highway Department’s 
annual survey of the travel industry 
shows a record 12,688,000 out-of-state 
persons traveling by automobile visited 
the state last year. A second record was 
set as this group’s expenditures broke 
the $613,148,000 mark, a 16.8 per cent 
increase over 1964. 

While the total visitors represented 
an impressive 8 per cent gain over last 
year, the biggest plus for Texas was in 


their total expenditures. The fact that 


the average visitor remained in Texas 
a half day longer than in 1964 ac- 
counted for a large portion of the $88 
million increase. 

In addition, the Texas Tourist Coun- 
cil, an Austin headquartered association 
of travel-related businesses, estimates 
that more than four million tourists 
came to Texas via commercial carriers, 
adding another $293 million to the 
amount spent for tourist services. 

Visitors to Texas contribute a great 
deal to the state’s economy. The out-of- 
state visitor dollar circulates just as 
any dollar spent on Main Street. Retail 
and service establishments at the vis- 
itors’ destinations as well as along their 
routes are the first to feel its impact. 
However, as these businesses purchase 
supplies, services and meet payrolls this 
new money becomes a vital asset to the 
entire economy of Texas. 

A 1962 study by Texas A & M Uni- 
versity indicates the travel dollar in 
Texas is spent this way: automobile, 30 
cents; food and refreshments, 27 cents; 
lodging, 24 cents; clothing, nine cents; 
entertainment, 


souvenirs, four cents; 


three cents; drugs, one cent; and other 


expenses, two cents. 

Through its Travel and Information 
Division the Texas Highway Department 
strives to bring out-of-state visitors to 
Texas in ever-increasing numbers and 
to keep them within the state’s borders 
the longest possible time. During 1965 


the Department’s tourist information 
bureaus played host to 753,000 travelers. 

The Department’s eight travel infor- 
mation bureaus are located at key 
points-of-entry and in the rotunda of the 
State Capitol in Austin to provide pro- 
fessional travel counseling to the public. 


A ninth tourist information bureau is 
scheduled for completion this fall by 
the Department at Amarillo. It will be 
located to service southbound traffic 
entering Texas on U.S. Highways 87 
and 287 as well as east-west traffic on 
Interstate Highway 40. @ 


Task Force Begins Work 


S TAFF Service Officer Paul Han- 
cock has set up operations in the Austin 
Main Building to begin the initial work 
on carrying out objectives outlined in 
the Ernst & Ernst financial management 
report. The nationally known firm com- 
pleted their study of the Highway De- 
partment last December, and the pro- 
cedural changes they recommended will 
be worked out over a period of years. 
A seven-man steering committee will 
assist Hancock: 
Samuel L. Huff, Engineer of Aid 
Projects 

Robert E. Townsley, Director, Motor 
Vehicle Division 

Hubert A. Henry, Engineer-Director, 


Automation 

Harry A. Johnson, Director of 
Finance 

James C. Roberts, District Engineer, 
District 8 


Thomas K. Wood, District Engineer, 
District 14 
John W. Courter, Engineer, Special 
Assignments, File DCG 
At the first meeting last March, the 
steering committee approved the gradual 
changeover of accounting from manual 
to electronic data processing methods 
and the centralization of accounting 
methods. 


The committee also approved the ap- 
pointment of a task group of men bor- 
rowed from various divisions who be- 
gan work in April. They include: 


George Brooks, Assistant Fiscal Offi- 
cer, Accounting Division 


Ralph Kirkley, Fiscal Officer, Aid 


Division 

William L. Sanders, Assistant Fiscal 
Officer, Maintenance Operations 
Division 


William H. Key, Assistant Fiscal Of- 
ficer, Accounting Division 

Elbert Donsbach, Computer Program- 
mer, Automation Division 


First duties of the task group will be 
to revise the accounting code structure 
and prepare specifications for computer 
equipment. 

Approval was also given for the im- 
mediate use of automation for certain 
Motor Vehicle Division activities worked 
out previously by Townsley and Henry. 

The basic concepts contained in the 
Ernst & Ernst study have been ap- 
proved, and a copy of their recom- 
mendations has been sent to all district 
engineers and division heads. 
the Ernst & 
Ernst team will be summarized in the 


June issue of TEXAS HIGHWAYS. @ 


Recommendations of 
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Are you a better driver than you were 
six months ago? If so, perhaps Bob 
Bradley of the Insurance Division is 
responsible. : 

During the past winter months Brad- 
ley has conducted instructor classes for 
the Department’s Driver Improvement 
Program in each of the 25 districts and 
the Houston Urban Expressway office. 
An outline of the program was published 
in the November 1965 TEXAS HIGH- 
WAYS. 

The instructors in the districts have 
since taken over and organized classes, 
and in some districts most of the per- 
sonnel have already had an opportunity 
to attend these classes. 

Training of instructors in some of the 
districts was not completed in time for 


More than 60 witnesses representing 
a variety of interests turned out for a 
federal hearing in Austin March 29-30 
to voice their views on certain controls 
proposed to implement the 1965 High- 
way Beautification Act. 

A three-man team from the Bureau 
of Public Roads conducted the meeting 
held in the Department’s hearing room. 
An additional 150 written statements 
were submitted to the BPR panel. 

A Bureau spokesman said the hearing 
was held to provide a forum for persons 
to submit information relevant to estab- 
lishing advertising and junkyard con- 
trols. Similar hearings are being held in 
the other states. 

Speaking for the Department, State 
Highway Engineer D. C. Greer testified: 
“Tt will be the purpose of the Depart- 
ment to give full support to this program 
consistent with the purposes of this 
Act as well as the expressed intent of 
the Congress and yet recognizing cer- 
tain needs of the traveling public and 
the welfare of legitimate businesses.” 

“We had rather hoped,” Greer said, 
“that the Secretary (of Commerce) 
would bring forth broad policy rules 
and regulations rather than extreme de- 
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~ Driver Improvement Program in Gear 


The National Safety Council reports 
that as of the first of April 1966, Texas 
ranks first in the nation in Driver Im- 
provement Programs, mainly because of 
Highway Department participation. 


them to conduct classes this past winter, 
and in those instances driver training 
will be done next fall and winter. 

The Driver Improvement Program is 
a professionally designed course devel- 
oped by the National Safety Council 
that has had exceptional acceptance 
throughout the United States in both 
private industry and government agen- 
cies. Some states have developed pro- 
grams to include all state employes. 


tail as seems to be covered by the filing 
in the Federal Register.” 


He continued, “We had rather hoped 
that . . . agreements with the various 
states would be subject to discussions 
between proper representatives of the 
Secretary of Commerce and the state 
itself, based upon conditions . . . in- 
volved . . . and laws.” 

The majority of those witnesses who 
testified at the Texas hearing repre- 
sented the outdoor advertising industry 
or were small motel or tourist attraction 
owners. Almost all objected to what they 
called “too specific” guidelines. 

“T feel the regulations are so specific 
they not only control but prevent out- 
door advertising,” said Warren M. Bea- 
man of Beaman-Nuhn, Inc., an Austin 
advertising agency. 

The guidelines spell out how far a 
sign can be from the highway, how big 
it can be and how many signs can be 
erected in a given area. 

Henry D. Nussbaum, owner of the El 
Tropicano Motor Hotel in San Antonio, 
said he’d lose an estimated $122,000 a 
year if he had to take down his 60 


outdoor signs. 


The Texas Highway Department 
training program was developed with 


the objective of making better drivers — 


of all employes to reduce the number of 
personal injuries, reduce the cost of 


equipment damage, and to improve pub- | 


lic relations. The program has been re- 
ceived in the Department with a great 
deal of enthusiasm. 

A new 1966 National Drivers Test 
will be conducted on Tuesday evening, 
May 24, on the CBS television network 
(see score sheet on the inside back 
cover). It will be interesting to see what 
improvement will be made on this year’s 
test by those who completed the Driver 
Improvement Program. The 1965 test 
was an eye opener for many who con- 
sidered themselves careful drivers. Mf 
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“The beer industry was once legis- 
lated out of business,” said J. E. Som- 
merhauser, vice-president of Lone Star 
Brewing Company. 

“We are not opposed to the Highway 
Beautification Act, but God forbid any 
legitimate industry will ever again be 
legislated out of business.” 

He said the Bureau had been given 
an inch of control under the Beautifi- 
cation Act, but with its proposed guide- 
lines had “taken a bureaucratic mile.” 


Favorable comments on the proposed 
controls and the Beautification Act, in 
general, were scarce, according to a 


BPR spokesman. 


He said reaction in Texas was simi- 
lar to that in Oklahoma and Arkansas. 

“From the two states and Texas 
we've had roughly an average of three 
or four, including written statements, 
from people who are for it,” he said. 

These were from state and local gar- 
den clubs, he said. 

Three San Antonio women, for in- 
stance, filed written statements favoring 
the beautification program on_ behalf 
of the Conservation Society of San 
Antonio. @ 


H. Stanley, Skilled Laborer 


= Wetred March 31, 1966 


| RETIREMENTS 


Blonning Survey Division District | 
te A. Franklin, Key Punch Operator II Clyde J. Cheek, Skilled Laborer 


District 2. Jesse T. Stanley, Semi-Skilled Laborer 


Au urn G. Taylor, Senior Resident Engineer District 2 
Dietrich 4 Otis W. Ground, Engineering Aide III 
Dee Lehman, Skilled Laborer _ District 4 
District 7 Louis L. Osburn, Skilled Laborer 
Wright H. Kilpatrick, Skilled Laborer District 11 
District 9 Alex M. Lucas, Maintenance Construction Foreman III 
Vester E. Mimms, Skilled Laborer District 12 
District 12 John H. Oliver Sr., Skilled Laborer 
John W. Gray, Marine Superintendent District 14 
August R. Uecker, Skilled Laborer 


District 14 
Bennie R. Perriraz, Skilled Laborer DiccialG 
Dict lb Thomas L. Blackmon, Inspector III 
James L. Vickers, Skilled Laborer Clarice G. Wood, Maintenance Construction Foreman III 


District 21 District 17 
Enrique Paredes, Skilled Laborer Joseph W. Dawson, Skilled Laborer 
‘3 District 23 District 18 
FS Elmer M. Pritchard, District Engineer Willie C. Hammons, Semi-Skilled Laborer 


29 


Te and From Our Readers 


Sounds Simple 
“Wick Fowler, the eminent foreign 
correspondent who tells jokes and makes 
chili between wars, has returned from 
South Vietnam in good shape. The same 
cannot be said for South Vietnam,” re- 
ports Weldon Hart in the latest Texas 
Good Roads Association Newsletter. 

We are mentioning this because Fow- 
ler brought back an idea for improving 
Texas highways. At first glance, it looks 
very simple. “The second glance is when 
you start getting confused,” Hart com- 
ments. 

Stated simply, Fowler’s idea is that 
Texas should change its standard of dis- 
tance measurement from the mile to the 
kilometer. He reasons that all that has 
to be done is for the Highway Depart- 
ment to change its signs and maps. Then, 
a sign in Austin that now says “Waco, 
100 miles” would be changed to “Waco, 
100 kilometers.” Since 100 kilometers is 
only 60 miles, and the average motorist 
can easily average 60 mph on the trip, 
the time for the Austin-Waco trip has 
been cut half an hour by this simple 
change. 

According to 


Fowler’s reasoning, 


construction costs would be cut 40 per 
cent, saving about $150 million a year. 

“That would be enough to build three 
more freeway interchanges near the 
HemisFair grounds in San Antonio and 
give the school teachers another nice 
raise, too,” Hart added. 


Calendar of Events Ready 


Although there’s something colorfully 
“fishy” about its cover, both Texan and 
non-Texan are going to find it virtually 
impossible not to be hooked on one or 
several of the events listed in the latest 
edition of the “Texas Calendar of 
Events.” 

Just published by the Travel and 
Information Division in separate Eng- 
lish and Spanish versions, the calendar 
offers travelers almost 400 events from 
which to sample the historic, recrea- 
tional and scenic attractions of “Texas: 
Land of Contrast.” 

Not the least of them are the nautical 
doings at Sea-Arama in Galveston, 
whose finny denizens are the cover sub- 
ject for this calendar that lists events 
occurring between April and September 


30, 1966. 


"| DON'T SEE ANY WAY To GIVE HIM A TICKET, BUT 
WHEN HE STOPS WE'LL HAVE THE HIGHWAY DEPART- 
MENT PLANT SOME BUSHES AROUND IT!" 
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Help, She Cried 
TEXAS HIGHWAYS publishes scores 


of letters each year from grateful motor- 
ists who have been helped or rescued — 
by Highway Department maintenance 
men. 

But the letters took on new signifi- 
cance last month for Tommie Pinkard, 
assistant editor of TEXAS HIGHWAYS. 

Tommie was on her way back to 
Austin after digging out the cave story 
appearing on page 14 when the car ran 
out of gas. Ironically, she had left 
her old car at home because she was 
afraid it couldn’t make the round trip 
to Georgetown. 

“I hadn’t been stopped a minute when 
two wonderful fellows drove up in a 
Highway Department truck,” she ex- 
claimed. The two men were Maintenance 
Foreman Aubrey Cox and his helper 
James Montgomery of District 14. 

As soon as they saw the problem, they 
got a gas can from the back of the truck 
and gave her enough gas to reach town. 

If it hadn’t been for Cox and Mont- 
gomery, not only would we have failed 
to have the cave story, but we might 
not even have had a May issue at all. 


TEXAS HIGHWAY COMMISSION 


HERBERT C. PETRY JR. Chairman 
HAL WOODWARD Member 
J. H. KULTGEN Member 


D. C. GREER State Highway Engineer 


TEXAS HIGHWAYS, official journal 
of the Texas Highway Department, is 
published in the interest of highway 
development in Texas and for depart- 
mental education in construction, main- 
tenance, and operation. 


TEXAS HIGHWAYS is available to 
the general public on a subscription ba- 
sis at $4.50 annually, or it can be pur- 
chased for 40 cents a copy. Subscrip- 
tions, inquiries, material, or manuscripts 
should be directed to the Editorial Of- 
fice, Travel and Information Division, 
Texas Highway Department, Austin, 
Texas, 78701 e 


James M. Richards, Associated General 
Contractors (center), accepts a plaque 
for his outstanding newsletter from Ran- 
dolph Russell, Director of Public Rela- 
tions, American Road Builders’ Associa- 
tion, as State Highway Engineer D. C. 
Greer looks on. 


Newsletter Award 


Associated General Contractors, Texas 
Highway-Heavy Branch, has been hon- 
ored by the American Road Builders’ 
Association for its informative news- 
letter. 

The President’s Award for newsletters 

was presented to James M. Richards, 
Secretary-Manager of the Texas High- 
way-Heavy Branch, AGC, at the annual 
meeting of the Contractors’ Division of 
ARBA by President R. M. Young. 
_ Published twice weekly, the News- 
letter informs highway contractors of 
developments in industry, interprets 
specification changes, lists highway con- 
tracts, and publishes news of general 
interest about the industry. 


A Likely Story 


We can’t vouch for its accuracy, but 
the following made a good item in the 
March issue of District 22 News: 

“How are the roads around here?” 
a man asked Maintenance Construction 
Foreman Bayles Roe at Rocksprings. 

“Fine,” Bayles replied. “We've abol- 
ished bad roads in this county.” 

“Sort of a big job, wasn’t it?” the 
man asked. 

“Nope” Bayles answered, “wherever 
the going is especially hard, we don’t 
call it a road—we call it a detour.” 


Front Page News 


When the Highway Department’s 
Cessna 206 flew over Pampa in March 
to initiate an engineering survey of 
S.H. 152, it was heralded by front-page 
articles and a photograph of cameraman 
Dale Barnes in the Pampa Daily News. 

The articles emphasized the accuracy 
of aerial surveying and the space-age 
machines that are used to translate the 
photographs into maps at a great sav- 
ing in time and money. 


Hats On! 


Hats On to the Dallas Southside Main- 
tenance Section. 

Hartwell H. Griffin Jr. and others in 
his Dallas Southside Maintenance Sec- 
tion had just stepped from their truck 
near U.S. 175 and Belt Line Road when 
a 1 x 4 eight-foot board blew off a 
passing vehicle going about 70 mph. 

The board struck Griffin’s safety hat, 
front center—but Griffin was unhurt. 
The safety hat had suffered only a slight 
scratch. 

According to District Engineer B. L. 
DeBerry, Griffin is the second man 
within six months in the Dallas South- 
side Maintenance Section to escape in- 
jury by wearing his safety hat. Main- 
tenance foreman for the lucky—or care- 
ful—crew is Walter O. Dyess. 


PS 
Hartwell H. Griffin, 


Dallas 


Maintenance Section, keeps his hat on! 


Southside 


W. F. Gustafson points out his new 
home near Asuncion, Paraguay. 


Gus Returns 


“The first thing you have to learn is 
patience; don’t be in a hurry,” instructs 
former Secondary Roads Designing En- 
gineer W. F. Gustafson who is now 
helping build highways in Paraguay. 
“The Paraguayans are wonderful people 
to work with, friendly, cooperative, and 
they love Americans and appreciate 
what we are doing for them.” 

Gustafson and his wife have just com- 
pleted a three-week homecoming, and 
are back in their construction camp 
trailer home 100 miles from Asuncion. 
His current project for Brown and Root 
Overseas is a feasibility study for 550 
kilometers of new highway in Paraguay. 
“Tt will be a long time before the roads 
approach the highway system of Texas.” 

He adds that there is enough work 
to be done in Paraguay to last years, and 
he would like to stay there to help. 


The Good Seed 


Our highway rights of way may have 
an unkempt look this month, but it won’t 
last long. Each year the Highway De- 
partment parks its mowers in the main- 
tenance section buildings until after all 
the wild flowers and grasses come to 
seed. This not only makes our highways 
more scenic, but also it aids in preven- 
tion of soil erosion and glare. If you 
hear someone complaining about ragged 
lawns, just remind them of the Depart- 
ment’s conservation program. 
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The Sun Has Riz, 
The Sun Has Set, 
And Here We Is, 
In Texas Yet . 
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Comments... from the Traveling Public 


© Last Wednesday one of your men, 
a Mr. William Wolf (Engineering Aide 
III, District 14), rendered us a service 
I feel you and others should know about. 

While surveying on the Taylor Gaines 
Ranch (West Loop) he found, and after 
hours helped us recover, our 15-year- 
old, blind, deaf cocker spaniel that had 
wandered from the yard Saturday morn- 
ing and was, when he found her, on the 
bank of Barton Creek over two miles 
from home, starving and hopelessly lost. 
In all that afternoon, Mr. Wolf gave 
about two hours of his own time to res- 
cue our little dog—directing me in my 
pickup to the spot where he had found 
her and helping me bring her back. I 
would have rewarded him well, but he 
would accept nothing. 

Spending two hours in the rescue of 
a worthless old dog may be sentimental 
But I don’t think so. In- 
stead, I feel Mr. Wolf’s humaneness re- 
flects most favorably upon the moral 


foolishness. 


character of the Department. 
M. G. Price 


Austin 


¢ TI am in the fifth grade and study- 
ing Texas in geography. I would like to 
have a map of the highways of Texas. 
It would be nice if you could send some 
other information. Thank you. 
Richard Sanford 
Friendswood 
P.S. I’m not a litterbug. 


© I would like any free information 

about your state. Randy Brown sent to 
Texas and got a lot of things; he said 
that he hit the jackpot. He told me that 
I would not get anything from you. This 
is my first letter I ever wrote to a state. 
I would like anything from you. Please 
give me something. 

Your friend 

Stephen Stein 

Wellsburg, West Va. 


© Just a word of commendation on 
the stupendous and excellent job you 
and your Department have done and are 
doing in threading this vast state with 
super highways. In the vernacular of 
“the most.” 

I have enjoyed thousands of miles of 
our beautiful highways. I have also 
traversed by automobile the highways 
through most of the other states of the 
union. And on my return home, I never 


the teenager, they are 


need a highway marker to tell me when 
I am back in Texas. The character of 
the highway itself is sufficient evidence. 
Nowhere else are the highways so wide, 
so perfectly ramped, so solidly con- 
structed, nor so well provided with good 
signs, well-spaced rest stops, and so 
well-maintained throughout. 

Cheers, compliments and the best of 
luck for the years ahead. 

Lou T. McKenna, M.D. 


Galveston 


— em tem 


* Please send me all the stuff you 
got. 
Jack E. Williams 
Lake Park, Georgia 


¢ I am writing to you simply to ex- 
press my appreciation for the helpful 
services rendered by Mr. Eugene Bush- 
aker recently when I was having tire 
trouble on my car en route to Austin. 
It was very nice of Mr. Bushaker to 
help us and he certainly is a fine repre- 
sentative of your Department. : 
Charles I. Wright, Adminirara 
Texas Baptist Children’s Home | 
Round Rock : 


¢ My map, 1941 Summer Edition, is 
running out of date and I would like to 
have a new one. Thank you. 


E. O. Jones 


Los Alamitos, California 


¢ I recently wrote for information on 
certain sections of Texas we hope to 
visit in May and they were received. 

I wish to thank you for the courtesy, 
and express to you how well we think 
the literature was prepared. It will be 
very helpful to us in our travel, and if 
we wish further information we will 
use the facilities of one of your Tourist 
Bureaus. 

Mrs. G. K. Sperry 


Des Moines, Iowa 


Here’s the form for the second annual National Drivers Test, to be 
televised on CBS, Tuesday, May 24. An entirely new series of driving 


situations has been designed to challenge the skills and knowledge of 


every driver. Don’t miss it! 


OFFICIAL TEST FORM 


THE NEW 1966 
NATIONAL DRIVERS TEST 


TUESDAY, MAY 24TH, 10-11 P.M. EDT 
ON THE CBS TELEVISION NETWORK 


Over 50 million people watched the first National 
Drivers Test last year. 

Now you can try to improve your first-time score 
and, more importantly, your driving skills. 

Compare your answers with those of a studio au- 
dience of motorists, with friends’ and family scores, 
and with correct answers provided by expert drivers 
and consultants. 

Be sure not to miss the new 1966 National Drivers 
Test on May 24th. Make a note of the date on your 
calendar today. That’s May 24th, the Tuesday before 
the Memorial Day Weekend. (Consult your newspaper 
or TV Guide for local time and channel number.) 


Fill in blanks with T or F (True or False), Y or N 
(Yes or No), A, B, C or D (multiple choice), or appro- 
priate word. Opinion questions are not scored. 
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The new 1966 National Drivers Test is produced by 
CBS News, with the cooperation of the National Safety 
Council, presented by the Shell Oil Company. 
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